
Online Summer Enrichment in the Liberal Arts 

2023 

 



μ Live Online Course 

Register online at www.greatheartsamerica.org/act 

Online 

June 19 - 30 

 

Mon., Wed., Fri.  

 

10ñNoon (AZ) 

Noonñ2 pm (CDT)  

Augustineõs Confessions 

 

Leader:  Dr. Eliot Grasso, Vice President and Tutor, Gutenberg College  

 

Text: Augustine, Saint, and R. Pine-Coffin. Confessions (Penguin Classics). Later Printing, 

Penguin Classics, 1961.   

 

Augustine of Hippo started out as an obscure North African who rose to the ranks of rhetor 

to the highest echelons of Roman political life. Confessions takes the reader on the journey 

from boy to man, from Platonist to Christian, from follower to leader in the intellectual 

tradition of the West. This course examines Saint Augustineõs trajectory. In so doing, we 

will encounter the man, his ideas, his rhetoric, and his process in order to understand this 

key figure in the history of Western thought. In Confessions, Augustine unravels his own 

spiritual and intellectual journey while offering key insights into what it means to be human. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Confessions-Penguin-Classics-Saint-Augustine/dp/014044114X/ref=asc_df_014044114X_nodl?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312069234664&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=6008878405157864409&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=m&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocp


μ Live Online Course 

Register online at www.greatheartsamerica.org/act 

Online 

June 5 - 16 

 

Mon., Wed., Fri.  

 

12:30ñ2:30 (AZ) 

2:30ñ4:30 (CDT)  

Classics of Modern Empirical Science 

 

Leader:  Dr. Michael Ivins, Humane Letters Teacher, Great Hearts Academies  

 

Text: Faraday's Experimental Researches in Electricity: The First Series. 

Lavoisier - Oxygen, Acids, and Water: Eight Chapters from the Elementary Treatise on 

Chemistry. 

 

The rise of modern science in the 17th century can be characterized by three essential features: an 

emphasis on direct observation, the development and employment of technology, and the 

mathematization of nature.  Together with a fundamental shift in the aim of science from 

understanding the whole of nature and our place in it to the project of the òmastery and possession 

of natureó (Ren® Descartesõ Discourse on Method, 1637), these three modes of understanding 

privileged by modern science have shaped our understanding of the world in ways we may not be 

entirely aware of.  This makes the study of the tradition of the sciences as much a necessary part of 

our historical self-knowledge as the study of the humanities and even the facts of history.   

In this series of seminars, we will read and discuss selections from great works in the sciences by 

authors who were primarily interested in what we can learn from the observation of nature through 

empirical and experimental means.  We will begin by looking at selections from the New Organon 

(1620) by Sir Francis Bacon (1561-1626) which lays the foundation of what we now commonly refer 

to as òthe scientific methodó after which we will examine works of scientists who emphasized an 

experiential approach to practicing science; this examination will include reading selections from 

Antoine Lavosier (1743-1794, chemist and biologist), Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (poet, biologist, 

and physicist, 1749-1832), and Michael Faraday (chemist and physicist, 1791-1867). 

https://www.amazon.com/Faradays-Experimental-Researches-Electricity-Humanities/dp/1888009276
https://www.amazon.com/Oxygen-Acids-Water-Elementary-Chemistry/dp/1888009519
https://www.amazon.com/Oxygen-Acids-Water-Elementary-Chemistry/dp/1888009519


μ Live Online Course 

Register online at www.greatheartsamerica.org/act 

Online 

June 13 - 29 

 

Tues. & Thurs.  

 

1:00 ñ 3:00 (AZ) 

3:00 ñ 5:00 (CDT)  

Philosophical Realism and the Moral Imagination 

 

Leader:  Dr. Reno Lauro, Classical Pedagogy and Curriculum Specialist, Coram Deo 

Academy  

 

Text: Thomas Aquinas: Basic Philosophical Writing: From the Summa Theologiae and 

The Principles of Nature.  (Broadview Press) 

Rene Descarte.  Discourse on Method and Meditations on First Philosophy, 4th Ed. 

(Hackett)  

Martin Heidegger.  Basic Concepts.  (Indiana UP) 

 

What does it mean for a classical school to posit the knowability of the cosmos and the 

power of human reason, yet also to strive to cultivate the moral imagination through 

literature?  In this course, we will explore philosophical realism in the Western tradition 

through seminal figures such as Aquinas, Descartes, and Heidegger. The course primarily 

deals with questions of First Philosophy, where Metaphysics and Epistemology constitute 

the family of inquiries central to our course: What is reality and how do we know it? What 

is the population of reality? Is all reality material? Finally, we will explore 20th century 

attempts to reclaim a classical understanding of literature (and the real) by T.S. Eliot, J.R.R. 

Tolkien, and C.S. Lewis. Our aim is to enliven the synthetic relationship among English-

language arts, math, and science curricula in a classical classroom. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Aquinas-Philosophical-Theologiae-Principles/dp/1554813727
https://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Aquinas-Philosophical-Theologiae-Principles/dp/1554813727
https://www.amazon.com/Discourse-Method-Meditations-First-Philosophy/dp/0872204200
https://www.amazon.com/Basic-Concepts-Studies-Continental-Thought/dp/0253212154

